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Another sad sign of the times from the Sacramento Chess Club:
As many of you are aware, the City of Sacramento has been
suffering from budget problems for several years now. In 2008,
those budget issues directly affected the Sacramento Chess Club,
requiring us to pay rent to use the Redwood Room of the Hart
Senior Center. Through the donation of generous benefactors,
the Club has been able to continue to rent the space at the Hart
Senior Center. Since then, the Club has also looked at the options
available, with the primary focus being to avoid charging
members dues, something the Club has been able to do
throughout most of its existence, and remain in or close to the
downtown area.
For the year 2010, the Sacramento Chess Club will need to pay $3,432 in rent to the City of Sacramento for the use of the
Redwood Room. ... In a recent informal discussion with the staff of the Hart Senior Center, it appears likely that the rental
rates for the Redwood Room will increase during the course of the year. This puts the Sacramento Chess Club in an
untenable financial position.
During the last several months, an unsuccessful search has been on-going to find a new location for the Club to meet.
Although there are still some possibilities being investigated, the outlook appears bleak for staying in the downtown
Sacramento area. ... The Sacramento Chess Club has a long, rich chess history in the community and state of California.
Your help is vital to the continuation of the Sacramento Chess Club and its place in the community.
The cold, hard reality of the state's fiscal catastrophe will be felt yet again. Ever since I began playing competitive chess
in 1994, Sacramento was my home club. Each Wednesday night, 30 up to nearly 100 players would drop by the Hart
Senior Center on J Street between 27th and 28th Street to play chess. The club was quite fortunate to meet rent free
until the summer of 2008. In turn, the weekly tournaments (G/10 and G/60 were most
popular) only cost $2 or $5 per player. Since the City of Sacramento began charging a
steep rental fee, the club cannot keep going; it will have to find a cheaper venue for
meetings.
This story mirrors the harsh reality at many other small chess clubs around the country.
That's why many meet at fast food places, eager for extra business in the evenings.
Unfortunately, most restaurants can't accommodate a club as large as Sacramento. I
would really be sad to see a club whose history dates back to 1934 close. Hopefully
that won't be necessary.

