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Chess certainly experienced a boom during the pandemic. 
However, along with the online chess boom came social 
distancing came and its resulting social isolation. So, as we 
watch the inevitable post boom decline in the subs and 
views of our favorite online streamers, we can take heed in 
watching chess reconnect us all over-the-board

Whether originally inspired by the Fischer Boom or The 
Queens Gambit Boom, makes no difference whatsoever. At 
the chessboard old players can feel young again while 
kindergarteners feel like grown-ups. It is my biased opinion 
that no game can reconnect society as well as chess. It is in 
this spirit that I am proudly publishing another edition of the 
CalChess Journal featuring the inspiring work of chess 
organizers young and old alike.



Berkeley ChessCenter circa 2023! BCSwill break ground on a front
entrance renovation to improve the building’s ADA access this fall!

The Covid-19 pandemic marked a long
hiatus from competitive, over-the-board
chess, as games, like almost everything
else, moved online. But the doors are
open at the Berkeley Chess School (BCS), in
fact, they never closed!

In 2017, BCS purchased a building, a
former church on San Pablo Avenue in
Berkeley. “It wasn’t just a safe harbor
from rising rents,” said Berkeley Chess
School founder and former Irish Women’s
Chess Champion Elizabeth Shaughnessy,
“It was to provide a place to play for Bay
Area chess players in perpetuity. In the
wake of Covid, we didn’t realize how
prescient the acquisition of the building
would be.”
The spacious, well-ventilated tournament
hall and outdoor playground allowed BCSto
provide supervision and academic support for
the children of essential workers, and later,
BUSD elementary students unable to access
online classes at home.
Now, as schools have resumed in-
person learning for everyone, so has the
Berkeley Chess School!

The Berkeley Chess School is offering full
and half-day summer camps, with daily and
weekly options, through August 5th. These
engaging and challenging camps help
children improve their game tactics and
strategy, while providing meaningful social
opportunities in a safe environment. Camps
include art, sports, games, chess, and most of
all, fun!

Children enjoy games outdoors at the Berkeley ChessCenter!

Andnot just chess. . .

Children must be fully vaccinated to participate and masks
are worn indoors.

By Jennifer Bates



Thewinners of the 4th thru 6th gradesectionsof the
CalChessK-12 Girls State Championship

IM Timothy Taylor and IM Elliot Winslow in the final Round, TD
IM John Donaldson watches photo byRichardShoreman

And for students (and adults!) who missed
the opportunity to build their ratings in
USCF sanctioned play, over-the-board chess
is back!

As a member of the USChessWomen’s 
Committee, Elizabeth Shaughnessy is
dedicated to increasing the participation of
women and girls, still severely
underrepresented in chess.
This spring, BCShosted a qualifier for the
WIM Ruth Haring National Tournament of
Girls State Champions. RuiyangYan, last
year’s Haring Champion, will be
representing NorCal again! In addition to
the Haring Qualifier, BCShosted the
CalChess K-12 Girls State Championship,
and the CalChess Women’s State Champion-
ship. Participants in the Women’s State 
Championship ranged in age from 10 to 85,
with Railia Borobova winning the $500 top
prize and bragging rights.

Not wanting to waste space, or the
opportunity to host, the CalChess Senior
State Champion- ship ran concurrently with
the Women’s Championship in the Berkeley
Chess Center’s large and airy tournament 
hall this past June.
IM Elliot Winslow faced IM Timothy Taylor
in the championship round. Taylor took
home the $500 top prize, but Winslow, a Bay
Area resident, will represent NorCal at the
Irwin National Tournament of Senior State
Champions in Rancho Mirage, CA, this
summer!

Above all, Elizabeth Shaughnessy is happy the 
Berkeley Chess Center is, once again, a
gather- ing place for chess players young and
old. From the youngest players in the Sunday
Novice Class
. . .

to the BerkeleyAdult Chess Club! By the
way, the Club’s GM Jesse Kraai Marathon 
(Fridays @ 7 pm, 6 rounds, G/90 + 30) just
began July 1st and with two half point byes,
there’s plenty of time to join. BCS hosts
monthly Scholastic and Cash Quads, with
trophies for the former and
$80 for each first-place winner in the latter.
For more information about BCS,or to
register for an event, or make a donation,
visit their web- site at
https://www.berkeleychessschool.org/.

http://www.berkeleychessschool.org/












With the onset of the COVID-
19 pandemic stripping away 
numerous sports and activities, 
Northern Californian chess has also 
taken a hit. Chess players around 
the Bay Area have waited two 
years for local in person 
tournaments, hoping to propel their 
ratings or simply to sate their 
hunger for competition. As the 
pandemic is gradually coming to a 
close, Mission360 is hoping to play 
their part in filling the chess void. 
Founded by FMs Eric Li and Kevin 
Pan, the core goal of Mission360 is 
“creating opportunities to level the 
playing ground among all.” 
Whether it be through tournaments 
or lessons, Mission360 hopes to 
connect avid chess players and fans 
everywhere. 

Mission 360’s FIDE hybrid 
tournaments have allowed US 
chess players to compete for FIDE 
rating points against masters all 
over the world, a rare opportunity 
in today’s chess world. The US 
players’ youthful flare duels with 
the international players’ solid 
experience, creating fireworks over 
the board. Chess players of all ages 
and nationalities connect through 
the board and their mutual love of

the game. With a TD looking over 
each venue creating an 
environment just like in in-person 
tournaments, players just have to
focus on the chess in front of them. 
Here is one of the best FIDE hybrid 
games played between a US master 
and a Bulgarian master.
Simeonov, Steffan 2177 -
Shivakumar, Shaashwath 2207 0-1
Live Chess, Chess.com, 2022.01.29
B90: Sicilian, Najdorf, Lipnitzky
Attack
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bc4 e6 7.a3 Be7 
8.Ba2 O-O 9.O-O b5

Looking to fianchetto the bishop 
10.Bg5 Bb7 11.Qf3  Placing the 
queen on the line of the diagonal 
is a little dubious - better is... ( 
11.f3 Nbd7 12.Qe2 Ne5 13.Rad1 =  
f3 e4 pawn chain blocks the 
powerful b7 bishop ) 11...Nc6 
12.Rad1 Qc7 13.Rfe1 Nxd4  
Opening up the bishop! 14.Rxd4 
Nxe4 !! 15.Bxe7 ( 15.Nxe4 Bxg5 $19 
) 15...Nxc3 16.Qf6 $1  White 
catapults his queen into black's 
kingside, will Black be able to 
defend? 16...Rfe8 ( 16...gxf6 $4 
17.Rg4+ Kh8 18.Bxf6# ) 17.Rxe6



3 white pieces are hanging! 
17...Nd5 Since white has so many 
pieces hanging, black can afford 
to "give up" a knight to defuse 
the attack ( 17...fxe6 If black 
takes the rook the best white can 
do is a repetition 18.Bxe6+ Kh8 
19.Qxg7+ Kxg7 20.Rg4+ Kh6 
21.Rh4+ Kg7 22.Rg4+ =) 18.Bxd5 
Qxc2 In the chaos black takes a 
move to threaten back rank 
checkmate, on top of allowing the 
queen to retreat to g6 to defend 
19.Qf3 ( 19.h3 gxf6 20.Rg4+ Qg6 ! 
21.Rxg6+ hxg6 22.Bxb7 fxe6 
23.Bxa8 Rxe7 -+) 19...Bxd5 
20.Qxd5 fxe6 21.Qxe6+ Kh8 22.g3 
Qxb2 23.Rh4 Qc1+ 24.Kg2 Qc6+ 
25.Kg1 Rxe7 ! 

Tactical finish! 26.Qxe7 Re8 27.Rf4 
Qa8

Sivakumar is able to withstand 
Simeonov's attack and wins 0-1

The venue for the January Hybrid 
in which GM Christopher Yoo played in.

Along with these novel hybrid 
tournaments, Mission 360’s IM and 
GM norm tournaments have 
revitalized high level chess in 
Northern California. Famous 
grandmasters such as GM Jianchao 
Zhou of China and GM Gabor 
Nagy of Hungary are invited from 
across the world. Players seeking to 
gain coveted FIDE titles no longer 
have to travel thousands of miles 
away. Four norm tournaments have 
been held so far with the following 
players achieving norms: IM-elect 
Robert Shlyakhtenko, FM Maria 
Malicka, GM-elect Balaji 
Daggupati, IM-elect Kirk 
Ghazarian, and FM Eric Li . Here 
is one of the crucial games won by 
GM-elect Balaji Daggupati, who 
achieved his final GM norm at one 
of Mission360’s norm events.



Ruiz Castillo, Joshua 2454 -
Daggupati, Balaji 2463 0-1
Mission 360 / Bay Area Chess GM 
Norm To, San Jose, CA, United 
States (1.4),
2022.04.06
B40: Sicilian, Anderssen variation
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Ndb5 Bc5 7.Bf4

White hopes to exploit the open 
dark colored squares 7...O-O 
8.Bc7 Qe7 9.Bd6 Bxd6 10.Qxd6 
Qd8 11.O-O-O a6 12.Nd4 Ne7 
13.g4 ! Immediate pawn storm on 
the black kingside taking 
advantage of black's lack of 
development 13...b5 ( 13...Nxg4 
14.Rg1 Nf6 15.f4 $14 ) 14.g5 Ne8 
15.Qg3 b4 16.Nce2

Both sides have extended pawns, 
but Black is quick to develop 
16...Bb7 17.Bg2 Qb6 18.h4 Nd6 
19.Nc6 Bxc6 20.Rxd6 Qc5 21.Rhd1? 
Qc4 Attacking both the knight and 
the pawn 22.Nd4 Qxa2 23.Qb3 
Qa1+ 24.Kd2 Qa5 25.Kc1 Nc8 ! 

The passive knight jumps 
backward into action, trapping the 
rook 26.Rxc6 dxc6 27.Nxc6 Qc5 
28.e5 a5 29.Qg3 Better is... ( 
29.Nxb4 Rb8 30.Na6 Rxb3 31.Nxc5 
Rb4 -+ ) 29...Nb6 30.Rd6 Kh8 31.h5 
Nc4 32.Rd4 Rac8 33.Qf4 Nxe5 ! 

If Qe5, Rxc6! protecting the black 
queen and removing the white 
queen's defender 0-1

GM-elect Balaji Daggupati with Chief 
Arbiter Tom Langland

On top of supporting 
established players, Mission360 
also aims to encourage and cultivate 
new faces to the chess world. 
Having already held one free camp 
with master level coaching, 
Mission360 aims to provide more 
coaching to everyone wishing to 
dive into chess. 



Put your ad in 
the next issue of 
The CalChess 

Journal! 
You can purchase Ad Space for 

cut rate prices!
$150 – Full Page Ad
$75 – Half Page Ad

$37 – Quarter Page Ad
Contact Chris Torres, 

DailyChessMusings@gmail.com

Join CalChess!

If you have a story or game that 
you would like to share in the next 
CalChess journal, please email it 
to 
DailyChessMusings@gmail.com 
and it may be selected as a feature.  

For more information on 
Mission360 and their tournaments, 
camps, and other activities, please 
visit their website 
https://www.mission360foru.org/ho
me.

https://www.mission360foru.org/home


The Answers are Out 
There

By James Eade
Eadefoundation.org

What is the proper format for 
a World Championship 

match?

The answer is that it depends. 

I have spoken with several GMs 
about this and there does seem to 
be a consensus that the minimum 
number of classic-style games 
should be 16.  Fewer than 16 
doesn’t give enough opportunity to 
come back from an early deficit, 
and more than that runs into 
prohibitive cost restrictions, as 
well as questions about stamina.

The question then becomes what 
constitutes a classic-style game.  
Lately, it has been the custom to 
allow time increments, but what is 
classical about that?  Why not 
allow time pressure to become a 
factor again?  That was a critical 
and dramatic component of many 
games of the past.  It seems best to 
dispense with increments entirely, 
at least until you’ve reached a 
playoff stage.

Money talks, of course, and the 
one putting the money up can 
usually cast the deciding vote for

what the time controls should be if 
they conform to FIDE’s rules.  
However, I think most chess fans 
would rather see the squirming of a 
player in time control banging out 
moves or the occasional second-
rate move forced by concerns 
about running out of time.  

If chess fans want to see perfect 
chess, let them watch 
supercomputers play the game!  
What most fans want is action, 
drama, and an air of anticipation.  
This is what makes it a sporting 
competition.  It is the sporting 
aspect of chess competitions that 
draws eyeballs.  Only a relative 
few can appreciate the scientific or 
artistic aspects of the game.

Make the time controls slow, add 
increments, and give many rest 
days, if the quality of the games is 
the thing.  This type of 
championship event will add to our 
overall chess culture and advance 
the science of the game.  Make 
them faster, without increments, 
and play more games in fewer 
days, if it is the sporting aspect that 
is of utmost importance.

There might be a third way.  Make 
the games have classic time 
controls, no increments, and a 
healthy rest-day to game-day ratio, 
and you might strike the ideal 
balance.  There would be room to 
value the sporting, scientific, and 
artistic aspects of the game of 
chess.  I think that is what most 
chess fans want to see.

On the other hand, … it depends.



By Mark Drury

The Menlo Park Chess Club (US 
Chess Affiliate A7573196) held its 
first meeting in early January of 
2022 and gathers each Wednesday 
evening from 6:00-9:45pm for 
rated and unrated tournament play, 
casual, blitz and bughouse chess as 
well as lectures and informal 
lessons. The US Chess "Guide to a 
Successful Chess Club" was very 
helpful in bootstrapping this new 
club, as were the chess staff at the 
Mechanics Institute in San 
Francisco—it pays to lean on those 
who have done this before.

The club was formed, in part, to fill 
something of a void in Bay Area 
over-the-board chess. While 
scholastic events and weekend 
tournament opportunities abound, 
for the adult chess player looking 
to gather on a weeknight for a 
game or two the options are far 
more limited—one must visit 
the Mechanics Institute in San 
Francisco, the Kolty Chess Club in 
Campbell or the Berkeley Chess 
School to enjoy regular weeknight 
chess. Menlo Park is roughly 
equidistant from San Francisco and 
Campbell and seemed the natural

choice for another club on the San 
Francisco Peninsula, especially 
given its proximity to Stanford 
University and the fact that the 
city's beautiful Arrillaga Family 
Recreation Center, where the club 
meets, resides one block from a 
Caltrain station.

The club chose to meet on 
Wednesday evenings with the 
thought that we'd slot between 
Mechanic's venerable Tuesday 
Night Marathons and Kolty's
erstwhile Thursday gatherings. It 
was only after we'd set our 
schedule with the Menlo Park 
Recreation Department and 
materials had been printed with 
club meeting times that we learned 
Kolty had rebooted on 
Wednesdays, as well. It's not clear 
if the two clubs draw participation 
away from one another but the 
Menlo Park club may at some 
point consider moving to Thursday 
evenings if that's deemed better for 
the larger chess community.

Another motivation for starting the 
club was to foster chess 
community, the sort of community 
one could find all over the Bay 

https://menloparkchess.club/
https://new.uschess.org/news/guide-successful-chess-club-updated
https://www.milibrary.org/chess
https://koltychess.blogspot.com/p/welcome.html
https://www.berkeleychessschool.org/


One interesting example of our 
free, unrated events is the 
current Surfeit of Blitz Marathon, 
which is essentially a series of four 
independent blitz tournaments over 
four successive Wednesday 
evenings in July with ever-
shortening time controls (5+3, 5+0, 
3+2, 3+0). Each tournament offers 
small cash prizes in Open and

Area a mere 20 or 30 years ago, 
when numerous chess clubs 
welcomed members of all ages and 
over-the-board play was the only 
game in town. As part of that 
effort, and to lower barriers to 
participation, the Menlo Park club 
hosts a continuing series of free 
rated and unrated events of 
varying time controls and formats 
to draw people to the game, to the 
club and, it is hoped, to US Chess 
membership. Thus far the results 
have been encouraging: our events 
are well-attended and we're 
making use of a second meeting 
room to accommodate club 
growth.

Under-17 divisions and any ties 
for those prizes sees the money 
rolled into the larger marathon 
prize fund, one awarded to those 
who perform best through all four 
tournaments. This series has 
proved very popular with sixty-
one people participating in the first 
three tournaments alone—the final 
G/3+0 event should be a fun, 
frenetic evening of chess. Check 
our Events page to see what the 
club is up to now and we hope 
many more people in the 
surrounding area will join us for 
Wednesday evening chess!

https://new.uschess.org/menlo-park-chess-club-surfeit-blitz-marathon
https://menloparkchess.club/events/


Phone: (650) 670-8569

Email (best): info@menloparkchess.club

Twitter (new): https://twitter.com/menloparkchess

Discord (new): https://discord.io/menloparkchessclub

Lichess Team: https://lichess.org/team/menlo-park-chess-club

Chess.com Club: https://www.chess.com/club/menlo-park-chess-
club

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/menloparkc
hessclub

The best way to reach the club is via the 
email address, below, though if you don’t 
use email or if the matter is urgent, please
feel free to call the phone number. We 

will also respond to questions directed at either of the online clubs or at the 
Facebook group if you prefer communicating in that way–just know that it may 
be a day or two before we are able to get back to you.

mailto:info@menloparkchess.club
https://twitter.com/menloparkchess
https://discord.io/menloparkchessclub
https://lichess.org/team/menlo-park-chess-club
https://www.chess.com/club/menlo-park-chess-club
https://www.facebook.com/groups/menloparkchessclub


The number one highest rated 17-
year-old in the U.S. and recent 
Scholar Chess Player of the year 
winner, Andrew Hong is a famous 
young grandmaster currently 
attending Saratoga High School. 
He has scored wins over top 
players like GM Ian 
Nepomniactchi and GM Wesley So 
in the Pro Chess League Arena. We 
take a deep dive into his chess 
career so far and his mindset that 
lead him to be so successful 

KP: Hello everyone. Today we 
have GM Andrew Hong with us. 

KP: Andrew, Congratulations on 
your Scholar Chess Player of the 
Year Award, the most premier 
award any scholastic chess player 
in the US could ever receive, 
recognizing not only excellence in 
chess, but also in academics, 

leadership, and community impact. 
How do you feel?

AH: Well. First of all, I am very 
grateful, very blessed and honored 
to receive this award. Hundreds of 
qualified candidates. Just blessed 
to receive this award.

KP: Great. Great. So, 
you received the 
prestigious GM title in 
2021, during the COVID 
pandemic, when most 

chess players were not able to play 
tournaments at all. Can you share 
your journey? How were you able 
to keep playing these high-level 
tournaments?

AH: During the pandemic, I feel 
like I was pretty similar to
everyone else. I feel I was a little 
bit out of it, but ... the one thing 
the pandemic did was it gave me a 
little bit more time. I couldn't see 
too far into the future. At that time, 
I didn’t know what was going to 
happen. So, I just worked a little 
bit every day. So, when 
tournaments started to come back 
again, it started to pay off.

AH: Yeah, like most of us, you are 
taking advantage of the online 
school, right? Easier (to manage 
time) and spent more time at 
chess…



AH: Yeah, it's a bit easier (to 
manage my time). so, I just worked 
a little more. Small footsteps... 
Paid off

KP: It took you two years from FM 
to IM, and also two years from IM 
to GM. It doesn’t seem like these 
titles are hard for you. Was there 
any particular moment or any 
tournament you felt particularly 
frustrated or challenged? 

AH: I still say there were 
challenges … I was always 
challenged. When I was an IM, I 
was a bit frustrated during that 
time ...I was tilted. I had the 
potential to be a lot stronger but 
my rating didn’t reflect what I 
thought I could be. So, I was 
frustrated and challenged during 
this time. But there is nothing you 
could do. Just have to keep 
working and see what happens. 

KP: That's a good message. So, 
was there a game or two you 
particularly liked? 

AH: My favorite game…I think for 
all three of my norms I achieved I 
had to win on demand at the last 
round as black. So those games are 
probably my favorite (in the 
journey towards) GM title because 
those games really reflect my 
resiliency and my willingness to

fight and not back down.

KP: When the pressure was on you 
were able to perform. That was 
very impressive. So now let’s talk 
about your overall chess journey. I 
noticed two interesting things. You 
started playing chess in Jul 2012. 
And you managed to achieve a 
1600 rating during the first month. 
For most beginners that was pretty 
amazing. Could you share how you 
started? Did you start elsewhere?

AH: I started learning chess at a 
local chess club in China. The first 
time I saw a game was when my 
brother brought home that sheet of 
six tactics. I saw those games and I 
don’t know…it just sort-of clicked 
to me. I got interested in it right 
away. Soon I began attending that 
same club. I have big shout-outs to 
the instructors there. They (helped) 
build a very very solid foundation.  
After I learned there soon, I came 
to the US. I guess the 1600 rating 
was pretty impressive. I attributed 
that to the instructors from the local 
chess club. 

KP: Tying back to this, for players 
at your caliber, usually they have 
hundreds of tournaments in their 
US Chess history. I was very 
surprised to find you have played 
less than 150 tournaments in US 
Chess. Was it by design, like you. 



take time between tournaments to 
improve, or? Why did you do this?

AH: Some people play many 
tournaments to learn and get better. 
Or you can be like me playing a lot 
less - for me it was by design. 
Between tournaments I analyzed 
my games. My goal was to play 
one tournament per month ideally. 
Sometimes that even never 
happened because of schools and 
so on. Also esp. When I was very 
young, I was a bit scared (of 
playing tournaments). Was 
confident enough all the time. It 
was not my style to play lots of 
tournaments. I wanna be more 
confident before I play 
tournaments. Nowadays I am a lot 
more experienced. Confidence is 
no longer an issue. 

KP: If you were your younger self, 
would you tell yourself to play 
more tournaments, or are you 
happy with where you are?

AH: I am happy with how it pans 
out, but I think it'd be interesting to 
see how playing lots of 
tournaments would turn out. One 
of the most prominent examples I 
know was when I played 
grandmaster Hans Niemann. He is 
famous for playing lots and lots of 
tournaments and that is how he 
learned. I think it'd be interesting

to see the other way, but I am in 
general very happy with where I 
am. 

KP: Moving onto more general 
questions. Which part of chess do 
you like the most? 

AH: In general, I like the ability to 
create - creativity and imagination. 
That was why I loved composing 
studies a lot. Because there is so 
much beauty in them. You get to 
think outside of the box and create 
positions that wouldn’t happen in 
real chess games. 

KP: I am sure many people can 
relate to that. Now the other side. 
Anything you dislike?

AH: I like the game but sometimes 
it gets a little boring. I started to 
dislike tons of opening preps. I feel 
like it takes the fun and beauty of 
the game away. But it is necessary 
to do opening prep, so you just 
have to do that. Preferably I would 
like to play maybe a couple 
decades ago when there was more 
room for creativity.

KP: Yeah, I have to agree with that 
too. The opening prep is not my 
thing. Which chess player do you 
admire the most? And why do you 
like them?



AH: All along my biggest 
inspiration is the 13th world 
champion Garry Kasparov. I have 
always admired his energetic 
attacking, very aggressive style -
he likes to take initiative a lot. As a 
kid I always modeled my games 
after him, not being afraid to give 
up material, sacrificing and playing 
energetically. He really had this 
passion for the game that meant a 
lot to me. On another note, I also 
like Grandmaster Sasha Grischuk
because he has a lot of humor - if 
you ever watched any of his 
interviews, you’ll see he’s very 
intelligent.

KP: Ok now let’s move on to life 
outside of chess. We mentioned in 
the beginning you are a chess 
scholar. Would you mind sharing 
the academic success that you are 
most proud of? Or any positive 
community impact you have, 
maybe using chess?

AH: I took a lot of APs, AMC 
(math contests) and a bunch of 
other things. I led my school chess 
club, grew the membership, and 
also brought tournaments to the 
local community, hosted fund 
raising for our schools. I also did 
lectures, teaching mostly for the 
school chess club but also outside. 
For the past few months, we’ve 
expanded outside of school into the

community. Our high school is 
trying to reach out to other high 
schools and broaden the scope of 
our impact. Our team provides 
teaching resources as well as 
hosting events and tournaments for 
younger players. 

KP: That's definitely very helpful 
for the community. You mentioned 
so many things. As a grandmaster, 
how do you balance your chess 
with so many other things? What 
does your typical day look like?

AH: To be honest, junior year is 
extremely busy. I probably slacked 
off a bit in terms of chess training. 
Ideally, I would have liked to train 
a bit more. Just do the best you can, 
you can’t ask for everything. 
Prioritize things. ...yeah, it is tough. 
A typical day…I go to school, then 
maybe an hour of chess? I 
like…and I play a lot of sports. 
Time is extremely limited 

KP: Would you mind sharing what 
sports you play?

AH: This year in the spring I did 
track and field. I think next year I 
will play basketball. As for any tips 
I'd share - prioritize. Sometimes 
you may have to finish an 
assignment which is worth a lot of 
points, you just have to do that. Do 
a little bit and there…just do the



best you can and make the best out 
of it.

KP: That was a very good mindset. 
Moving on … how do what you 
learn in chess apply to your life 
outside of chess? Any specific 
lessons? 

AH: I like that the game is like a 
metaphor for life. Say you are a 
pawn. When you reach the last 
rank, you can become any piece 
you like. That’s a metaphor for life. 
It doesn’t matter where you start. 
You can start like a pawn. But your 
life…you can do your best and 
work hard. And you can become 
anyone you want to be.

KP: Wow. That's very deep and 
motivating. Looking into the 
future. You are a GM now. What’s 
your next goal? Super GM?

AH: My goal …I don’t have any 
quantifiable goal, I guess. I just 
want to become better. I still have 
a lot of room to improve.

KP: Ten years from now how do 
you see yourself?

AH: I still want to pursue another 
career. I don’t know what I want to 
be. Let's say a data scientist? I also 
want to be a top player too.  I want 
to pursue both but whether that's

possible or feasible remains to be 
seen. My goal is to try to do both. 

KP: Nice… so one final question, 
for a 6-year-old out there who 
wants to replicate your success, 
what suggestion would you give to 
him or her for the chess career? 

AH: Take one step at a time. As 
long as you have interests and 
passion for the game, just keep 
pursuing it.  You don’t really need 
to set a goal like I need to be at this 
rating. Everyone has his or her own 
path. Everyone learns at their own 
pace. As long as you keep working, 
it’s not about how fast you get 
there. Just keep working, keep 
going forward and that’s what’s 
important.

KP: Ok that wraps it up for today. 
Thank you. Thank you for your 
time.

Here is one of Andrew’s recent 
brilliant games at the 2022 U.S. 
Junior Championships where he 
finished second



Hong, Andrew 2504 - Brodsky, 
David 2496
2022 U.S. Junior Championship,
B99: Sicilian, Najdorf (7...Be7) 
main line
Annotated by FM Kevin Pan

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bg5 e6 7.f4 Be7 
8.Qf3 Qc7 9.O-O-O Nbd7 10.g4 h6 
11.Bxf6 Bxf6 12.h4 Nb6 13.g5 Bxd4 
14.Rxd4 Qc5

A relatively well-known position 
in the Najdorf 15.Qf2 Andrew's 
novelty, placing white's queen in 
line with the black queen, opening 
up discovered check opportunities 
15...hxg5 16.e5 ! gxf4 ( 16...dxe5 
17.Rd8+ Kxd8 18.Qxc5 Qf2 comes 
into play ) 17.Bd3 f5 ?  Trying to 
stop Ne4 18.exf6 e5 19.fxg7 Rg8 
20.Bg6+ Ke7 21.h5 !

Giving up the rook in exchange 
for double passed pawns! 
21...Qxd4 22.Qh4+ Kd7 23.h6 Kc6 
24.Be4+ Kc7 25.Qf6 ( 25.h7 ? Rxg7 
26.h8=Q Rg1+ 27.Rxg1 Qe3+ 
28.Kd1 Qxg1+ 29.Kd2 Nc4+ !

30.Ke2 Bg4+ And black wins ) 
25...Bd7 26.Rd1 Qe3+ 27.Kb1 Kb8 
28.h7 The pawns come charging 
forward 28...Ka7 29.hxg8=Q Rxg8 
30.Qf7 Rc8 31.g8=Q Rxc3 32.bxc3 
Qxe4 33.Qff8 Nc8 34.Qg1+ With 
two queens on the board, black 
resigns *



After declaring 2022 as the year of 
the woman in chess, FIDE began 
organizing more female-centered 
events to encourage the 
participation of women within the 
sport. Throughout the month of 
June, I played in The Queens’ 
Online Chess Festival, a 
continental blitz tournament 
featuring hundreds of female chess 
enthusiasts from 90 federations 
worldwide. Due to global time 
differences and the large number of 
players, the qualification phase 
was split between continents and 
separated into categories. 
Following the qualification phase 
was a round-robin blitz final which 
determined the ultimate “Queens” 
of each category. 

Out of curiosity, I registered for 
The Queen’s Online Chess Festival 
hoping to play some interesting 
games while supporting the 
initiative to raise awareness for 
women’s chess. After placing 
second and garnering 8.5 points 
out of the 11 rounds in the 
Americas Category B 
qualification, I managed to secure 
my spot in the individual finals. 
The highly anticipated finals came 
a couple weeks later at 5 AM 
Pacific Time… Although sleep

Pang, Ashley 1989 - Brito Heredia, 
Danya 1836 1-0
Queens Festival 2022 America -
Category, Tornelo INT (8.3), 
2022.06.05 (Annotator:
ime,ime)

deprivation got the best of me; I 
took the bronze medal with 6/9. 
WFM Lala Shohradowa from 
Turkmenistan placed first with 
7.5/9 and Aysel Mammadova from 
Azerbaijan took second with 6.5/9. 

1.g3 Nf6 2.Bg2 g6 3.d3 Bg7 4.Nd2 
d6 5.e4 Nbd7 6.Ngf3 O-O 7.O-O e5 
[#] Reti Opening

8.c3 c6 9.Ne1 ( 9.a4 a5 10.d4 Re8 
11.Re1 giving white more space ) 
9...Re8 10.Nc4 Qc7 11.f4 b5 
12.Ne3 [#] 12...a5 ( 12...exf4 
13.gxf4 Bb7 14.f5 c5 15.Ng4 c4  
White's attack is too slow 
compared to Black's plans in the 
center 16.Nxf6+ Nxf6 17.Bg5 Nd7 ) 
13.f5 Nc5 14.Nf3 Bd7 15.Ng5 Rad8 
16.Ng4 Nxg4 17.Qxg4 Nxd3 18.Qh4 
( 18.Be3 !  [#] stopping all 
counterplay with Qb6 ) 18...Qb6+  
[#]



( 18...h6 19.Nxf7 Kxf7 20.fxg6+ 
Kxg6 ( 20...Kg8 21.Bxh6 Qa7+ 
22.Kh1 Bxh6 23.Qxh6 Be6 24.Rf3 
Nc5 25.Rf7 Bxf7 26.Qh7+ Kf8 
27.Rf1 ! Rd7 28.g7+ Ke7 29.Qh4+ 
Ke6 30.Bh3# ) 21.Bxh6 Be6 22.Rf3 
Rf8 23.Raf1 Rxf3 24.Bxf3 Bxh6 
25.Bh5+ Kh7 26.Bg6+ Kg8 27.Qxh6 
=) 19.Kh1 Nf2+ 20.Rxf2 Qxf2 
21.Qxh7+ Kf8 { [#] } 22.Ne6+ ?? ( 
22.Be3 forcefully removing the 
queen to play plans like f6 ) 
22...Bxe6 23.Bh6 Bxh6 24.Qxh6+ 
Ke7 25.Rf1  [#] 25...Qe2 ( 25...Rh8 
{ threatening Rxh2 and Rh8 } ) 
26.fxe6 Kxe6 ?? 

[#] ( 26...Rf8  only move 27.Qg5+ 
Kxe6 28.Bh3+ f5 29.Qxg6+ Kd7 
30.Qg7+ Kc8 31.exf5 ¥) 27.Bh3+ 
Ke7 28.Qh4+ Kf8 29.Qh8+ Ke7 
30.Qf6+ Kf8 31.Qxf7# 1-0

Shohradowa, Lala 1856 - Pang, 
Ashley 1989 0-1
Queens Festival 2022 Finals 
Individual, Tornelo INT (9.3), 
2022.06.25 (Annotator:
ime,ime)
E61: King's Indian Defence 
(3.Nc3)

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.g3 O-
O 5.Bg2 d6 6.e4 Nc6 7.Nge2 [#]
King's Indian structure

7...a6 8.O-O Rb8 9.a3 Na5 10.Qa4 
c5 11.dxc5 dxc5 12.Bf4 Bd7 13.Qc2 
Rc8 14.Nd5 Nxd5 15.cxd5 [#]
15...Qb6 ( 15...b5 16.Rad1 Qb6 
17.b3 e5 18.Be3 Qd6 19.f4 ?! c4  
Black has a comfortable position ) 
16.Rab1 Bb5 ? [#] 17.Rfd1 ( 
17.Bh3 e6 18.Rfd1 Rcd8 19.b3 
White has the active double 
bishops and Black’s pieces are 
placed on awkward squares ) 
17…Rfd8 18.Bh3 e6 19.dxe6 fxe6 
20.Rxd8+ Rxd8 21.Rd1 [#] 21…Bc4 
?? 

( 21…Rxd1+ 22.Qxd1 Bxb2 
although Black is up a pawn, after 
a4 and Bg5, Black needs to return 
to defending, most likely resulting 
in a drawn endgame ) 22.Rxd8+ 
Qxd8 23.b4 cxb4 ( 23…Bd3 24.Qd2 
Nc6 25.Bxe6+ Kh8 26.Bd5 c4 
27.Nc1 +-18 ) 24.axb4 Bb3 { [#] } 
25.Bc7



{ [#] } ( 25.Qb1  the only move
25...Qd1+ 26.Qxd1 Bxd1 27.Bxe6+ 
Kf8 28.bxa5 Bxe2 29.Bd5 Bc3 
30.Bc7  White will take the b7 
pawn and go on to win the 
endgame with two extra pawns ) 
25...Qc8 ( 25...Bxc2 26.Bxd8 Nc6 
27.Bxe6+ Kf8 28.Bb6 Bxe4 =+) 
26.Qc5 Nc6 27.Bd6 Qd7 28.Nf4 
[#] 28...b6 ? ( 28...Bd4 !  White 
has no good squares for the 
queen ) 29.Qe3 Qxd6 30.Qxb3 
Nxb4 ? 31.Nxe6 Kh8 32.Ng5 Qf8 
33.Nf7+ Kg8 34.Nd6+ Kh8 35.Qxb4 
Be5 36.Qxb6 Qxd6 37.Qxd6 Bxd6

[#] 38.Bd7 ( 38.f4 Kg7 39.e5 Be7 
40.Bd7 bringing the king in and 
creating another passed pawn 
should be an easy win for white ) 
38...Kg7 39.f4 a5 40.Kf2 Bc5+ 
41.Kf3 h5 42.e5 Kf7 43.h3 Bg1 
44.g4 hxg4+ 45.hxg4 Bc5 46.f5 gxf5 
47.gxf5 Bd4 48.Ke4 Bc3 49.Kd5 Bb4 
[#] 50.Be6+ ?? ( 50.Ba4 White 
must prevent the a5 from moving 
forward, with plans to play Bb3 at 
some point 50...Be7 51.Bb3 a4 
52.Bxa4 Bh4 53.Kd6 Bg5 54.Bb3+ 
Kf8 55.f6 Bh4 56.Ke6 Bg5 57.Bd1

Bh4 58.Ba4 Bg5 59.Kf5 Bh4 60.e6 
+-) 50...Ke7 51.f6+ Ke8 52.Bg4 a4

now the white must prevent the 
black pawn from getting too far 
53.e6 a3 time forfeit White Loss 
on Time 54.Bh5+ Kf8 55.Kc4 Be7 
56.fxe7+ Kxe7 57.Kb3 =

The game could have continued 
like this. I was very lucky that Lala 
flagged, which secured my third-
place finish. 0-1

WCM Ashley Pang
•Top 3 ranked 14-
year-old female in the 
US. 
•2018 World Cadets 
Chess Championship 
Bronze Medal
•National Champion
in the 2017 North 
American All Girls 
Championship, 

•North American Youth Champion
2016
•State champion in the 2021 CalChess 
Women's State Championship. 
•Qualified to be on Team USA for the 
2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 
•One of top boards for school team to 
represent US in World School Team 
Tournament as part of Dubai World 
Expo 2020.



[Event "Her League 16"]
[Date "2022.06.18"]
[Round "3"]
[White "Macy Huang]
[Black "Miyuki, Sakaki]
[Result "0-1"]
[FEN 
"rnbqkbnr/pppppppp/8/8/8/8/PPPP
PPPP/RNBQKBNR w KQkq - 0 
1"]
Time Control : 15 min

Since chess is a male-
dominated game, I want to share a 
game that Miyuki Sakaki played.  
She’s one of my girl students who 
recently started to play in United 
States Chess Federation 
tournaments.    On June 17th, 2022,  
Miyuki  played in a free online all-
girls chess event, hosted by the 
organization, 
https://www.hermovenext.com, 
which offers scholastic K-12 girls 
from beginners to advanced chess 
players a safe virtual opportunity 
to play, coach, and more in a 
welcoming environment.  If you 
are a girl chess player, I suggest 
you checking out 
HerMoveNext.com.  This is a great 
opportunity to play against other 
girl chess players from all over the 
country!    

In the game, both players 
made several big mistakes.  At the 
end, I thought Miyuki did a pretty 
good job taking advantage of her 
opponent’s mistakes and 
checkmates her opponent using her 
queen.  I hope you find my 
analysis to be helpful!  Both 
players are USCF online rated 
below 1000.  

Follow the Code to 
go to Chess By 

Lauren!

https://www.hermovenext.com/












The CalChess Scholastic State Championship returned to its over-the-
board format for 2022. To create a safe playing environment, The 
"Super States" was scheduled over 3 weekends (March 19-20, April 9-
10, and April 23-24), instead of one just weekend. This important 
CalChess tradition once again took place at the spacious Santa Clara 
Convention Center and was expertly organized by Bay Area Chess. 
CalChess President Tom Langland returned as the Chief Tournament 
Director and Bay Area Chess Founder and President Salman Azhar was 
on hand to make sure the event ran 
smoothly.
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